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Fig. 1. Flower of Monotropastrum globosum and 
the pollinator, Bombus diversus , showing the 
mating proportions of the proboscis and 
flower tube, a: anther, n: nectar, p: proboscis, 
s: stigma. 
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Summary 

The pollination of Monotropastrum globosum (Pyrolaceae) was observed by 
the author at Hidaka-machi, Saitama Prefecture. The bumble-bee, Bombus 
diversus, inserts it’s head into this drooping flower and it sucks with it’s long 
proboscis the nectar secreted from the nectar glands in the bottom of this 
flower. 
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